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California’s Proposition 8:  

What Happened, and What Does the Future Hold? 
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PROPOSITION 8: EXPLAINING THE VOTE 
 
• Voter support for Proposition 8 split most sharply along the lines of age, 

religiosity, and political views.   
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Table 1.  The Vote on Proposition 8 
!

(% of 
voters)  

% voting “Yes” 
on Proposition 8 

Total  52
   

Sex  
(46%) Men 54
(54%) Women 49
    
Age  
(17%) 18-29 45
(21%) 30-44 48
(38%) 45-64 47
(23%) 65 + 67
    
Race/Ethnicity 
(68%) White 49
(7%) African American 58
(14%) Latino/Hispanic 59
(7%) Asian 48
 
Attendance of Religious Services
(45%) weekly 70
(12%) monthly 48
(14%) holidays and special occasions 44
(29%) hardly ever 30
    
Party Identification
(45%) Democratic 30
(18%) Independent 53
(34%) Republican 81
    
Political Ideology 
(37%) Liberal 22
(27%) Moderate 51
(36%) Conservative 82
 
Have Lesbian/Gay Family or Friends
(26%) No 60
(74%) Yes 49
 

 

 

Source: DBR Survey of California Voters for Equality California, November 6-16, 2008 
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• Significant differences between population groups remain after controlling 
for all voter characteristics.   
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Table 2.  Multivariate Analysis of the Vote on Proposition 8 
 

Variable I II III IV 

gender comparison category: female     

   male .12* .14* .13* .11* 

race/ethnicity comparison category: white     

   African American .08 .02 .01 .25* 

   Latino .10* .07 .07 .24* 

   Asian .00 .00 -.02 .02 

   mixed/other -.10 -.12 -.12 -.08 

age comparison category: age 50-64     

   18-29 -.08 -.06 -.06 -.08 

   30-39 -.10 -.11* -.11* -.21* 

   40-49 .04 .02 .02 -.10 

   65 + .21* .21* .20* .14* 

frequency of attendance of religious services     

       comparison category: attend monthly     

   weekly or more often  .26* .26* .22* 

   holidays only  -.01 .00 .06 

   hardly ever  -.13* -.12* -.06 

personal knowledge of gays and lesbians     

       comparison category: have gay friends or family     

   no gay friends or family   .08* .02 

party identification   comparison category: Independent    

   Republican    .15* 

   Democratic    -.23* 

ideology  comparison category: moderate     

   conservative    .20* 

   liberal    -.22* 

     

sample size 1,052 1,052 1,052 1,052 

% of votes correctly predicted by model 58% 66% 66% 76% 

     

 
Cell entries are first differences derived from probit analyses.  They are estimates of the difference in the probability 
of supporting Proposition 8 between voters in the specified category and those in the variable’s comparison category.  
Coefficients marked with asterisks (*) indicate categories estimated to be significantly different from the comparison 
category with at least 95% confidence.  Comparison categories are the variables’ modes (in the case of gender, 
race/ethnicity, and knowledge of gays and lesbians) or medians (in the case of age, attendance of religious services, 
party identification, and ideology).   

 
Source: DBR Survey of California Voters for Equality California, November 6-16, 2008 
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• Party identification, political views, religiosity, and age contributed to the 

vote more than race, gender, or personal knowledge of gays and lesbians.   
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Table 3.  Estimates of the Impact of Voter Characteristics  

$
on the Proposition 8 Vote 

Variable 

direct 
effect of 
charact-
eristic 

(A) 

% of voters 
with 

charact-
eristic 

(B) 

% of 
votes 

affected 
by 

charact-
eristic 

|A x B| 

% of 
votes 

affected 
by 

variable 
 

gender comparison category: female     

   male .11 45.9% 4.9% 4.9% 

race/ethnicity comparison category: white     

   African American .25 7.0% 1.8%  

   Latino .24 13.7% 3.3%  

   Asian .02 6.2% 0.1%  

   mixed/other -.08 3.2% 0.3% 5.5% 

age comparison category: age 50-64     

   18-29 -.08 16.6% 1.3%  

   30-39 -.21 11.8% 2.4%  

   40-49 -.10 18.1% 1.8%  

   65 + .14 22.6% 3.2% 8.7% 

frequency of attendance of religious services     

       comparison category: attend monthly     

   weekly or more often .22 42.8% 9.5%  

   holidays only .06 13.0% 0.7%  

   hardly ever -.06 27.5% 1.6% 11.8% 

personal knowledge of gays and lesbians     

       comparison category: have gay friends or family     

   no gay friends or family .02 25.8% 0.6% 0.6% 

party identification  comparison category: Independent     

   Republican .15 33.0% 4.8%  

   Democratic -.23 45.5% 10.3% 15.2% 

ideology  comparison category: moderate     

   conservative .20 34.0% 6.8%  

   liberal -.22 35.4% 7.9% 14.6% 

$
Source: DBR Survey of California Voters for Equality California, November 6-16, 2008 
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,6?,-1)-*1:$"@@"2-,3$$P",0*-"$-<"$*)-"),"$1--")-*&)$0:12"7$&)$'12"$1)7$"-<)*2*-.$1,$@12-&',$
*)$7"-"'>*)*)4$-<"$+&-"$&)$H'&0&,*-*&)$UC$-<*,$+1'*1?:"$&):.$1@@"2-"7$1?&6-$,*Y$0"'2")-$&@$
-<"$-&-1:$+&-"3$

 
 

Figure 1.  The Impact of Voter Characteristics  
on the Proposition 8 Vote 
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AFRICAN AMERICANS AND PROPOSITION 8 
$
8"'"$#"$0'",")-$71-1$*)7*21-*)4$-<1-$#<*:"$]@'*21)$]>"'*21),$7*7$,600&'-$-<"$>"1,6'"$
1-$<*4<"'$'1-",$-<1)$+&-"',$1,$1$#<&:"C$#"$<1+"$,-'&)4$'"1,&)$-&$-<*)($-<1-$-<"*'$,600&'-$
#1,$)&-$1,$<*4<$1,$-<1-$",-*>1-"7$?.$-<"$!1-*&)1:$=:"2-*&)$H&&:$_!=H`$"Y*-$0&::$_eE$
0"'2")-`3$$])1:.,*,$&@$-<"$@6::$'1)4"$&@$71-1$1+1*:1?:"$0"',617",$6,$-<1-$-<"$!=H$"Y*-$0&::$
&+"'",-*>1-"7$]@'*21)$]>"'*21)$,600&'-$@&'$H'&0&,*-*&)$U$?.$-")$0"'2")-14"$0&*)-,$&'$
&'"3$$N6'-<"'>&'"C$>62<$&@$]@'*21)$]>"'*21),O$,600&'-$@&'$H'&0&,*-*&)$U$21)$?"$
Y0:1*)"7$?.$-<"$@12-$-<1-$?:12(,$-")7$-&$?"$>&'"$'":*4*&6,$-<1)$91:*@&')*1),$1,$1$#<&:"3$$$
>
"
$
• Surveys conducted just before and just after Election Day found much smaller 

differences in support for Proposition 8 between African Americans and 
voters as a whole than did the NEP exit poll.  The NEP result should thus be 
treated as an outlier that overstates black support for Proposition 8. 

$
],$,<&#)$*)$N*46'"$DC$-#&$,6'+".,$2&)762-"7$f6,-$?"@&'"$=:"2-*&)$P1.$_?.$N*":7$1)7$
J6'+"./J]`$@&6)7$*),*4)*@*21)-$7*@@"'")2",$*)$,600&'-$@&'$H'&0&,*-*&)$U$?"-#"")$
]@'*21)$]>"'*21),$1)7$91:*@&')*1),$1,$1$#<&:"3$$K#&$,6'+".,$2&)762-"7$*)$-<"$#""(,$
@&::&#*)4$=:"2-*&)$P1.$@&6)7$,*>*:1'$'",6:-,3$$V)$1+"'14"C$-<"$7*@@"'")2"$*)$,600&'-$
?"-#"")$]@'*21)$]>"'*21),$1)7$1::$+&-"',$*)$-<","$@&6'$,6'+".,$#1,$f6,-$-#&$0"'2")-14"$
0&*)-,3$$K<"$!=H$"Y*-$0&::$@*)7*)4X-<1-$?:12($,600&'-$@&'$H'&0&,*-*&)$U$#1,$^U$0&*)-,$
*4<"'$-<1)$91:*@&')*1),$1,$1$#<&:"X*,$>&,-$:*(":.$1)$h&6-:*"'Ci$1$'",6:-$-<1-$*,$+"'.$
*@@"'")-$-<1)$#<1-$2&)26''")-$71-1$-'")7,$,644",-$-&$?"$-<"$21,"3$
<
7
$
$

Figure 2.  Support for Proposition 8 

$
in Pre-Election, Exit Poll, and Post-Election Surveys 
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source: Authors’ tabulation of polling data.  Percentages calculated include only those expressing a preference. 
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• Evidence from precinct-level voting returns suggests that African American 
support for Proposition 8 was in the range of 57 to 59 percent. 

 
M"$1)1:.S"7$0'"2*)2-;:"+":$+&-*)4$71-1$&)$H'&0&,*-*&)$U$@'&>$@*+"$91:*@&')*1$2&6)-*",X
]:1>"71C$a&,$])4":",C$J12'1>")-&C$J1)$P*"4&C$1)7$J1)$N'1)2*,2&X-<1-$-&4"-<"'$
2&>0'*,"$BB$0"'2")-$&@$-<"$,-1-"O,$]@'*21)$]>"'*21)$0&06:1-*&)3$$Q.$>"'4*)4$-<","$71-1$
*-<$",-*>1-",$&@$-<"$0'"2*)2-,O$'12*1:$1)7$"-<)*2$>1("60C$#"$#"'"$1?:"$-&$1,,",,$-<"$
'"2*)2-;:"+":$'":1-*&),<*0$?"-#"")$+&-"'$7">&4'10<*2,$1)7$,600&'-$@&'$H'&0&,*-*&)$U3$$$
#
0
$
$
Figure 3.  Precinct Vote for Proposition 8 and African American Population  

in Five California Counties 
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Source: Peter Frase and the Center for Urban Research at The Graduate Center, CUNY   

$
$
N*46'"$b$7"0*2-,$-<*,$'":1-*&),<*0$#*-<$1$,21--"'0:&-$*)$#<*2<$"12<$0'"2*)2-$*,$
'"0'",")-"7$?.$1$0&*)-3$$K<"$@*46'"$1:,&$*)2:67",$1$:*)"$21::"7$1$h'6))*)4;>"1)$
,>&&-<"'i$-<1-$*)7*21-",$-<"$01--"')$-1(")$&)$?.$-<"$71-13$$],$,"")$*)$-<"$@*46'"C$1$,:*4<-$
?6-$6)>*,-1(1?:"$'":1-*&),<*0$"Y*,-,$?"-#"")$-<"$0'&0&'-*&)$&@$1$0'"2*)2-O,$+&-"',$#<&$
1'"$]@'*21)$]>"'*21)$1)7$,600&'-$@&'$H'&0&,*-*&)$U3$$]:,&C$#"$)&-"C$-<1-$0'"2*)2-,$#*-<$
+"'.$@"#$?:12($+&-"',$_,<&#)$&)$-<"$:"@-;<1)7$,*7"$&@$-<"$@*46'"`$,600&'-"7$H'&0&,*-*&)$
U$1-$:"+":,$1?&6-$1,$<*4<$1,$-<&,"$0'"2*)2-,$#*-<$>1).$?:12($+&-"',$_,<&#)$&)$-<"$'*4<-;
1)7$,*7"`3$$K<1-$*,C$,600&'-$@&'$H'&0&,*-*&)$U$#1,$4'"1-",-$*)$0'"2*)2-,$-<1-$1'"$-<"$:"1,-$
12*1::.$7*+"',"3$$$
<
'
$
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M<*:"$*-$*,$7*@@*26:-$-&$>1("$0'"2*,"$*)@"'")2",$1?&6-$*)7*+*761:$+&-"',$@'&>$144'"41-"$
71-1C$-#&$,-1-*,-*21:$1)1:.,",$-<1-$#"$">0:&."7$4")"'1-"7$",-*>1-",$&@$]@'*21)$
]>"'*21)$,600&'-$@&'$H'&0&,*-*&)$U$&@$Ze$0"'2")-$1)7$ZF$0"'2")-3$$K<"$",-*>1-"$&@$Ze$
0"'2")-$*,$7"'*+"7$@'&>$"2&:&4*21:$1)1:.,*,$2&)762-"7$6,*)4$-<"$EzI$,&@-#1'"$0'&4'1>$
_Q")&*-$L$I*)4$^FFF`3$$[)$-<*,$1)1:.,*,C$1$2&)-'&:$#1,$177"7$@&'$-<"$0"'2")-14"$&@$"12<$
0'"2*)2-$",-*>1-"7$-&$?"$a1-*)&3$$K<"$",-*>1-"$&@$ZF$0"'2")-$*,$?1,"7$&)$1$>62<$,*>0:"'$
100'&12<C$()&#)$1,$T&&7>1)O,$"2&:&4*21:$'"4'",,*&)$_T&&7>1)$^FZb`3$$R1-<"'$-<1)$
?"*)4$-'"1-"7$1,$7"@*)*-*+"C$-<","$",-*>1-",$,<&6:7$?"$2&),*7"'"7$1,$<":0*)4$-&$
2&''&?&'1-"$-<"$*)7*+*761:;:"+":$@*)7*)4,$7*,26,,"7$"1':*"'$*)$-<*,$,"2-*&)$&@$-<"$,-67.3Z$
 
 
 • Much of the difference among racial and ethnic groups in support for 

Proposition 8 is explained by varying levels of religiosity. 
 
],$,<&#)$*)$N*46'"$WC$]@'*21)$]>"'*21),$1'"$>&'"$'":*4*&6,$_1,$>"1,6'"7$?.$@'"\6")2.$
&@$1--")71)2"$1-$'":*4*&6,$,"'+*2",`$-<1)$1).$&-<"'$'12*1:$&'$"-<)*2$4'&60$&@$91:*@&')*1$
+&-"',3$$$],$1$#<&:"C$Wb$0"'2")-$&@$91:*@&')*1),$1--")7$'":*4*&6,$,"'+*2",$1-$:"1,-$&)2"$0"'$
#""(3$$K<"$,<1'"$&@$]@'*21)$]>"'*21),$1--")7*)4$,"'+*2",$#*-<$-<*,$@'"\6")2.$*,$>62<$
*4<"'c$Ze$0"'2")-3$$K<*,$7*@@"'")2"$*)$@'"\6")2.$&@$1--")71)2"$?"-#"")$]@'*21)$<
]>"'*21),$1)7$-<"$'",-$&@$-<"$0&06:1-*&)$*,$,-1-*,-*21::.$,*4)*@*21)-3$B$
$
],$,<&#)$*)$N*46'"$ZC$2&)-'&::*)4$@&'$@'"\6")2.$&@$'":*4*&6,$1--")71)2"$<":0,$"Y0:1*)$
#<.$]@'*21)$]>"'*21),$,600&'-"7$H'&0&,*-*&)$U$1-$<*4<"'$:"+":,$-<1)$-<"$0&06:1-*&)$1,$
1$#<&:"3$$]>&)4$91:*@&')*1),$#<&$1--")7$#&',<*0$1-$:"1,-$#""(:.C$,600&'-$@&'$
H'&0&,*-*&)$U$#1,$)"1':.$6)*@&'>$12'&,,$1::$'12*1:$1)7$"-<)*2$4'&60,3$$]>&)4$-<&,"$#<&$
1--")7$#&',<*0$:",,$-<1)$#""(:.C$>1f&'*-*",$&@$"+"'.$'12*1:$1)7$"-<)*2$4'&60$+&-"7$h)&i$
&)$H'&0&,*-*&)$U3$$K<"$7*@@"'")2",$-<1-$'">1*)$1>&)4$4'&60,$1'"$)&-$,-1-*,-*21::.$
,*4)*@*21)-$1-$-<"$FZd$:"+":$&@$2&)@*7")2"3$$$
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T'1761-"$9")-"'C$9/!%3$$=,-*>1-",$&@$-<"$0"'2")-$&@$0'"2*)2-$+&-"',$#<&$1'"$]@'*21)$]>"'*21)$1)7$a1-*)&$#"'"$
&?-1*)"7$@'&>$-<"$91:*@&')*1$J-1-"#*7"$P1-1?1,"$1-$-<"$[),-*-6-"$&@$T&+"')>")-1:$J-67*",C$/9$Q"'(":".3$$M"$)&-"$
-<1-$-<"$"2&:&4*21:$1)1:.,*,$*,$1$#&'($*)$0'&4'",,c$@6-6'"$'","1'2<$#*::$*)2:67"$177*-*&)1:$2&)-'&:$+1'*1?:",3$M"$
1:,&$)&-"$-<1-$H'&0&,*-*&)$U$@1'"7$:",,$#"::$*)$-<"$@*+"$2&6)-*",$1)1:.S"7$_#<"'"$-<"$>"1,6'"$#1,$100'&+"7$?.$
W $& <$-<*,$01'-*1::.$'"@:"2-,$-<"$@12-$-<1-$]@'*21)$]>"'*21),$

+1-*+"$&)",3$
U3bd @$+&-"',`$-<1)$*)$91:*@&')*1$1,$1$#<&:"X1:-<&64
1'"$>&'"$:*(":.$-&$'",*7"$*)$:*?"'1:$2&6)-*",$-<1)$2&),"'
B$K<"$p-+1:6"$1,,&2*1-"7$#*-<$-<*,$-",-$*,$:",,$-<1)$3EE^$3 



Figure 4.  Frequency of Attendance of Religious Services  
by Race and Ethnicity 

 

42

47

57

40

0 20 40 60
% attending religious services weekly

White

Latino

African-American

Asian

!

$$
Source: DBR Survey of California Voters for Equality California, November 6-16, 2008 

 
 

Figure 5.  Support for Proposition 8  
by Frequency of Attendance of Religious Services and Race and Ethnicity 
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THE FUTURE 
 
• Since 2000, vote in support of marriage equality has grown by nearly ten 

percentage points—a trend found among virtually every demographic group 
in California.   

 
=*4<-$."1',$14&C$91:*@&')*1),$100'&+"7$H'&0&,*-*&)$DDC$1$,-1-"#*7"$?1)$&)$-<"$
'"2&4)*-*&)$&@$,1>";,"Y$>1''*14",C$?.$B^$-&$bF$0"'2")-3$_K<"$0'&0&,1:$*,$1:,&$()&#)$1,$
-<"$hI)*4<-$[)*-*1-*+"Ci$1@-"'$-<"$:1-"$,-1-"$,")1-&'$M*::*1>$hH"-"i$I)*4<-C$#<&$
0"1'<"17"7$-<"$>"1,6'"`3$$K<"$-#&$*)*-*1-*+",$0'&+*7"$1$6)*\6"$&00&'-6)*-.$-&$1,,",,$
+"';-*>"$2<1)4"$*)$91:*@&')*1),O$+&-",$&)$>1''*14"C$#<*2<$#"$7&$*)$K1?:"$W3$$
,
&
$

Table 4.  Change in Californians’ Votes on Marriage Equality, 2000-2008 
 

  % voting "Yes" % voting "Yes"  
  on Prop. 22 on Prop. 8 change,  
  (LA Times, 2000)* (DBR, 2008) 2000-2008 
    
Totals  61 52 -9 
      
Gender   
 Men 61 54 -7 
 Women 57 49 -8 
      
Age   
 18-29 58 45 -13 
 30-44 56 48 -8 
 45-64 63 47 -16 
 65 + 68 67 -1 
      
Race/Ethnicity  
 White 58 49 -9 
 Black 62 58 -4 
 Latino/Hispanic 65 59 -6 
 Asian 59 48 -11 
      
Party Identification  
 Democratic 43 30 -13 
 Independent 58 53 -5 
 Republican 80 81 1 
      
Ideology  
 Liberal 29 22 -7 
 Moderate 57 51 -6 
 Conservative 84 82 -2 
      
Religion  
 Protestant 75 66 -9 
 Catholic 59 55 -4 
 Jewish 24 17 -7 
      

 

*LA Times exit poll data.  Available at http://www.latimes.com/media/acrobat/2008-10/43119888.pdf 
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Figure 6.  Votes on Marria lifornia in 2000 and 2008,  

by Birth Cohort 
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Sources: Proposition 22: LA Times Exit Poll, February 2000 

Proposition 8: DBR Survey of California Voters for Equality California, November 6-16, 2008 

                                                 
e$K&$>1("$-<"$2&>01'*,&)C$#"$6,"$71-1$@'&>$-<"$PQR$,6'+".$'1-<"'$-<1)$-<"$DEEU$!=H$"Y*-$0&::$-&$>1*)-1*)$
2&),*,-")2.$#*-<$-<"$&-<"'$@*)7*)4,$'"0&'-"7$-<'&64<&6-$-<*,$,-67.3$$K<"$DEEU$!=H$",-*>1-",$1'"$?'&17:.$,*>*:1'$
-&$-<&,"$&@$-<"$PQR$,6'+".$_"Y2"0-*)4C$&@$2&6',"C$-<"$7*,2'"01)2.$7*,26,,"7$"1':*"'$*)$",-*>1-",$&@$]@'*21)$
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